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December 2020                                      Volume 20, Issue 4 
 

Kay Carl Elementary School 
5625 Corbett Street, Las Vegas, Nevada 89130 

kaycarl.net T: 702-799-6650 

 

Building Closure 

All teachers and most staff members are telecommuting per the directives 
from Governor Sisolak and Superintendent Jara. Teachers are still teaching 
every day and we are still here to assist you in any way we can. Our office 
is open via the phone, 702-799-6650, from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Let us 
know how we can help you. We are all in this together! 
 

Preschool Piece 

The preschool kiddos have been busy learning at home. We have learned about 

apples, spiders, bats, pumpkins, and scarecrows. We are working to identify our 

names, numbers, shapes and letter sounds. Our parents are helping us with cutting 

out shapes and holding scissors correctly, tracing simple lines, lacing, patterning 

and simple theme related art projects. Whether in school or at home, preschool is 

the place to be. 

Annual Districtwide Survey 

Please take the Districtwide Survey, not to be confused with the Hybrid Cohort 

Survey, at www.ccsd.net/survey. The survey is intended to provide information 

for CCSD and schools regarding progress toward CCSD priorities and to comply 

with the requirements of the Board of School Trustees. The survey will take less 

than 10 minutes to complete and closes on December 18 at 5:00 p.m.   

Fun at Home 

Try one or more of these activities to bring your family closer together and 

perhaps enjoy a few laughs: 

 Take a drive and look 

at Christmas lights. 

 Call/Zoom/Google 

Meet/FaceTime with 

family or friends. 

 Draw, paint, or craft. 

 Tell jokes.  

 Take silly pictures. 

 

Upcoming Events 

December 8 

SOT Meeting via Zoom 

December 18 

End of First Semester 

December 21 - January 1 

NO SCHOOL: Winter Break 
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Art Article 

What a journey it has been so far! Thank you for all your hard work taking on so much responsibility with our virtual 

adventure! I truly miss the daily interactions with my students, but getting a glimpse of their lovely faces, either with their 

artwork submissions or driving through our mail pickup on Wednesdays (pre-building closure), really brightens my day! 

Kindergarteners have been practicing their skills and exploring the Elements of Art. We will continue practicing doing 

our best throughout the year. 

First grade and second grade have been learning about balance and symmetry as well as practicing patterns and 

designs while also learning about various artists such as Mexican artist Frida Kahlo and different cultures with the 

Navajo tribe. We will continue our art adventures while exploring more cultures from around the world.  

Third through fifth grades have the special honor to work on a yearbook cover design. Teachers and staff will vote to 

determine our winners so be sure to drop off your creation on any Mail Day no later than 12/16!  

Third through fifth grades have also been taking advantage of our technology by creating different art with mosaics 

and Pixel Art thanks to the help of some Google programs. We will continue exploring and creating in a number of 

ways for the rest of the year!  

Even if we do not get back into the school building this year I am still hoping to have a type of Fine Arts celebration 

showing off some artwork by our hard working and amazing artists as we usually would each year. Stay tuned!  

Once again, a big thank you to families for taking on such a big role in our students’ education this year! You are 

champion troopers! Please do not hesitate to reach out. 

-Your Art Teacher, Ms. Morris 

Dress Up Days 
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Habit 4: Think Win-Win 

Thinking Win-Win is the belief that everyone can win. It’s not you or me - it’s 

both of us. By working with your child to come up with a solution, it will help you 

both be happier in the situation and work through the conflict better each time.  

Suggested Activity: Think of an ongoing conflict you tend to have with your child 

(homework, cleaning their room, feeding the dog) and then discuss a win-win 

solution to the conflict. Write down the solution and then remind each other of it 

the next time the situation arises.  

Please let us know how your family is performing Habit 4 Think Win-Win at 

home by sending a Class Dojo message to Mrs. Polito by Thursday, December 

17, 2020 that includes the following:  

 Brief summary stating how your family is working on the Habit 

 Student(s) Name 

 Teacher(s) Name 

Family entries may be shared and showcased on the following: 

 Kay Carl’s Website 

 Class Dojo Stories  

 Kay Carl Facebook Page 

 Kay Carl Radio Station during Wilderness Wednesday Mailroom Pick-

ups (when we can again)! 

Thank you and we can’t wait to hear from your family! 

Counselor Corner 

Experts share ways to manage screen time  

Technology has helped most students continue learning and stay connected during 

the pandemic. This also means kids are spending more and more time on screens. 

One study found that eight- to 12-year-olds spend an average of 4 hours and 

44 minutes a day on recreational screen time—going online, watching TV, 

playing video games. While the American Academy of Pediatrics recommends 

parents set limits on non-educational screen time, many kids say there are no 

rules about technology in their homes. Makes sure you:  

• Set screen curfews. Ask your child to turn off digital 

devices 30 minutes before bedtime.  

• Designate screen-free times, such as during meals and 

while in the car.  

• Offer alternatives. Go on a walk. Play cards. Do a craft. 

Show your child that there are plenty of ways to have fun— and 

engage her brain—without sitting in front of a screen.  

Source: S. Pappas “What do we really know about kids and screens?” American Psychological Association, 

niswc.com/elem_screen4.  

 

 

News You Can Use 

Breakfast Pick-up at Kiss-N-Go 

Breakfast and lunch pick-up is offered 
each school day from 7:00 a.m. to 
9:00 a.m. off El Campo Grande 
Avenue in the Kiss-N-Go lane. 
Breakfast and lunch will be in one bag 
and is available for all children in your 
household aged two to 18 through 
June 30 for free. **Extra meals will be 
provided on Fridays beginning 
October 9. Each child will receive 
three breakfasts and three lunches on 
Fridays to cover the weekend. Check 
ccsd.nutrislice.com to find the nearest 
serving location and time to your home 
address.  

Virtual Lunch Party 

Mrs. Swann and Mrs. Brunetti now host 
virtual lunch parties on Thursdays for 
each grade level. Teachers will let 
students know when it is their week and 
provide them with the link. Each lunch 
party has a different theme! 
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Fun activities keep learning alive for your child over winter break 

Your child looks at the calendar and imagines the joy of having free time for the entire winter 

school break. You look at the same blank squares on the calendar and have a mild moment of 

panic. To keep from hearing “I’m bored” during your child’s time off from school, here are some 

activities that will keep her learning:  

• Help your child focus on someone other than herself. This is the season for the “I wants.” Insist that your 

family take part in an activity that will help those less fortunate.  

• Prepare food together. Nearly every culture has some special foods associated with the holiday 

season. With your child, prepare foods you remember from your childhood. Share your memories. Or 

do some research and cook a dish you’ve never tried.  

• Select a movie that is based on a book. After you and your child finish reading the book, watch the 

movie together. Discuss how the two are alike and how they are different.  

• Encourage your child to learn more about the past and your family history by talking with 

grandparents, aunts, uncles— even you. Help her come up with a list of questions to ask, such as, “What 

was school like for you when you were my age?” and “What trends were popular?” She can record the 

conversations, write them down, or just listen.  

Are you teaching your child to use time wisely? 

Time management is an important skill for school success. The school year is well-underway, so now is a 

good time to take a few minutes to think about whether you’re helping your child use her time wisely. 

Answer yes or no to each of the questions below:  

___1. Have you reviewed your child’s class and study schedule and made adjustments as necessary?  

___2. Do you use your family calendar to record dates for tests, projects and family commitments?  

___3. Do you try to keep a balance between your child’s schoolwork and the rest of your lives? Elementary schoolers 
need plenty of time for exercise, family time and sleeping.  

___4. Do you help your child break down big assignments into smaller chunks?  

___5. Do you make sure that your child has some time each day for pleasure reading or relaxation?  

How well are you doing?  

Each yes means you are helping your child learn to use time wisely. For no answers, try those ideas in the quiz. 

Boost writing skills and express thanks with illustrated stories  

The children’s book The Secret of Saying Thanks ends with this thought: “We don’t give thanks because we’re happy. 

We are happy because we give thanks.” Gratitude is not just for one day— it can improve your child’s attitude all year 

long. Encourage your child to think about the reasons he is thankful and put his thoughts in writing. Here’s how:  

1. Brainstorm together. Ask him to name one thing he is thankful for. He might say, “I am thankful for our dog.”  

2. Have your child write that statement at the top of a piece of paper. Underneath it, he should 

write down all the reasons he is thankful for his dog. For example, he may love the fact that the 

dog sleeps on his bed. He may like the dog’s curly tail. He may love to take the dog on walks.  
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3. Have your child draw a picture at the bottom of the page. Repeat this activity once a month with everyone in the 

family. Post these illustrated stories for the whole family to read.  

Source: R. Fletcher and J. Portalupi, Craft Lessons: Teaching Writing K-8, Stenhouse Publishers. 

I will be conducting lessons as Humanities in the 6-day Specials Rotation. Please feel free to contact me with 

any questions that you may have about the lessons or if there is anything I can do to assist you and your child 

on Class Dojo or at 799-6650 ext. 4301. 

 

Fifth Grade Feature 

Top 10 Tips for Successful Distance Education in 5th Grade 
 

1. Show up on time for each class! 
2. Be prepared for the day! Have your Chromebook charged! 
3. Complete assignments on time. 
4. Redo any class work within the two-week window. 
5. Participate in class. Ask questions and attend office hours as needed. 
6. Enter class muted and ask permission to speak 
7. Chromebook Etiquette: Visit only CCSD approved websites. 
8.  Don’t wait until the last minute to turn work in, especially if you have questions. 
9. Complete Daily Check-ins! 
10. Watch recorded lessons on Canvas to catch-up from missed classes and/or to review 

for a quiz/assignment.  
 

*REMINDER: If you need any additional help in your classes, be sure to inform the teacher that you would like to make an 
appointment in their Virtual Office Hours for additional guidance!! We are here for YOU!! 
 
**When students are done with class work, they can always work on additional educational assignments.  

For example: 

 ST Math 

 i-Ready Reading 

 i-Ready Math 

 Reflex 

 Get Epic 

 Sheppard Software (Social Studies): www.sheppardsoftware.com 

 Ben’s Guide to Government: www.bensguide.gpo.gov 

Tips for a Happy and Safe Holiday 

During the year-end holidays, people are often busy, excited and sometimes a little bit 

careless. The holiday season creates special opportunities for the criminal—‘tis the season 

of cash, packages, distractions, and travel! Take a few moments to be aware of the 

potential risks and of some recommended crime prevention suggestions. 

SAFE SHOPPER 

Stay alert. 

Always lock your doors. 

Firmly hold your purse. 

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/
http://www.bensguide.gpo.gov/
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Enter and exit through main doors. 

Shop in pairs. 

Have your car keys ready. 

Observe your surroundings. 

Park in lighted areas. 

Put valuables out of sight. 

Eyes up! Don’t look down at your phone! 

Remember, safety first! 

At Home 

Be extra cautious about locking doors and windows when you leave your house or 

apartment, even for a few minutes. 

Don’t display holiday gifts where they can be seen from a window or doorway. If you go 

out for the evening, turn on lights and a radio or television so the house or apartment 

appears occupied. 

If you take a holiday trip away from your home, have some interior lights activated by an automatic timer. Have a 

neighbor or family member watch your house, pick up deliveries, mail and newspaper and park his or her motor vehicle 

in your driveway from time to time. Your home should have the look of occupancy when you are gone! 

Avoid leaving boxes from purchases (especially TVs, other electronics, etc.) out on the curb for trash pickup. Break boxes 

down and fold inside out or put them in a recycle bin. 

Be wary of strangers soliciting for charitable donations. They may attempt to take advantage of people’s generosity 

during the holidays. Ask for identification, how donated funds are used, if contributions are tax deductible, etc. If you 

aren’t satisfied with the answers, don’t give. 

Shopping  

Shop before dark if possible. Coordinate shopping trips with a friend. Never park in an 

unlit lot or area, no matter how convenient it is.  

Lock your packages and gifts in your vehicle’s trunk. Keep your vehicle’s door locked and 

windows closed. Practice Lock, Take and Hide/Remove! 

Avoid carrying large amounts of cash and be careful when paying with credit or debit cards. Protect your cards and 

PIN numbers and be alert at any pay point location. 

To discourage purse-snatchers, don’t overburden yourself with packages. Have your purchases delivered whenever 

practical. 

Be extra careful with purses and wallets. Carry a purse securely. Keep a wallet in an inside jacket pocket or front pant 

pocket, not a back pants pocket. 
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Teach children to go to a store clerk or security guard and ask for help if you become separated. They should never go 

into a parking lot alone. Have a family safety plan! 

Ladies! Do not leave purses in shopping carts unattended. If you must, try to secure them with the child safety belts. 

Never leave them unzipped either. 

Source: LVMPD publication for informational and educational purposes only. 


